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gists; Professors and 8tudents, Uni- 
versities, Colleges, Institutes and 
Learned Societies ; Collectors of Na- 
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tural Sciences; Owners or Directors 
of Botanical Gardens, Museums 
or Public Libraries ; and to all 
enlightened Gentlemen, Ladies, 
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Planters, Cultivators, Nurserymen, 
Seedsmen, ^c. oje. £jc. 

IN AMERICA, EUROPE, 

AND ALL THE PARTS OF THE WORLD, 

BY THE AUTHOR. 



TO 



PHILADELPHIA, 

] HOPE that the motives which lead mc in the pre- 
sent instance, in taking the liberty to hand you this cir- 
cular, will be considered as a sufficient apology for in- 
truding so far upon you. Many, among those for whom 
this address is Calculated, are already my friends or cor- 
respondents, and whatever I may have to impart to them, 
will not be unacceptable. Several others may know me, 
or have seen some of my writings before, and this com- 
munication will not prove entirely uninteresting to them, 
Such however as never heard of mc or my writings (1.) 
will now begin to know me, and I trust that our mutual 
acquaintance and correspondence will ultimately prove 
useful to both, and to science. 

After having psblislicd in Palermo in the early 
part of 1815, a comprehensive view of my new ideas .on 
the study of nature, with the title of Analgte d« la Na- 
ture™ Tableau de I'Univeri et dea Corpt Organiaet. (2,) 
I meant to have paid a visit to the continent of Europe, 
in order to get better acquainted with the eminent nutu- 
ralists and botanists who live there, and on purpose to 
publish my numerous manuscripts (3) at the seat of 
science ; but the new political convulsions which took 
place at that period, prevented me from carrjsjg this 
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plan into execution, ami induced mc to leave Europe aj. 
together, and return to the United States of America, 
with the intention of residing forever in that peaceful 
and happy country, which bids fair to emulate Europe in 
the sciences within a short period. 

I left the island of Sicily on 21st July, 1815, and after 
stopping; at Gibraltar and the island of St. Michael, I had 
reached the shores of America, when on the third of 
November, I had the misfortune to be shipwrecked, 
losing at once all my books, manuscripts, plates, draw- 
inga, maps, herbarium, collections, minerals, &c. the 
fruit of twenty years labours, exertions and travels : it 
was even with the ulinnst difficulty thatl saved my own 
life, and landed near New London, in Connecticut. All 
the particulars of my voyage, shipwreck and losses, will 
be published hereafter under the title of The Shipwreck 
of a Xaturuli*!; and I will endeavour to add thereto, 
such of my unpublished discoveries as may be brought 
back to my recollection. 

This dreadful misfortune has not, however, impaired 
my zeal ; I am determined to begin again my labours, 
and even to write several of my lost manuscripis over 
again, particularly my travels in Sicily, my Critique tUt 
Geiirt.> (Criticism of Genera) my Classification of plants, 
kc. besides all those relating to the United States. 

Such a circumstance gives me a claim to your sup- 
port ; indeed in the destitute state in which I have been 
left, I must crave iti but I hope that I may be enabled 
at all times to make you a suitable return, or reward 
you with the dedication of New Genera and Species. 

Allow me to state that I mean to reside in Philadel- 
phia, but to employ part of this and next year in travel- 
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ling, to collect anew extensive American herbarium, be. 
which will enable mc to begin useful exchanges ; I shall 
therefore delay my publications till next year, employing 
myself, meantime, in collecting new information and 
materials, for the several works which I have in contem- 
plation to publish gradually hereafter. (4) 

Meantime I beg leave to hand you my annexed pros- 
pectus of two periodical works, which I shall begin to 
publish in 1817 and 1818, and if you find them worthy of 
your support, I beg you will patronise them by subscri- 
bing thereto, and circulating the proposals among your 
friends and acquaintance. 

If you should be able to make me any communications 
on the subjects of those works, I trust you will arail 
yourself of every opportunity to do so, and you will 
thereby render a service not merely to myself, but to 
science in general. 

Whatever be your situation in life, and wherever is 
your abode, I hope we may be useful to each other ; and 
I shall state how, according to the different stations you 
may fill, or countries you inhabit. 

If you live in the United States or in their neighbour- 
hood, you will find most of my desiderata stated in my 
prospectus of the Somiology of North America, in addi- 
tion to which, 1 am to add, that it will be with the utmost 
pleasure I shall undertake exchanges of dried specimens 
of plants with you; for such plants as grow in your 
neighbourhood, and you may be pleased to send rr.e, I 
will make you a return in plants of other parts of the 
United States. Should you not be able to name properly 
the specimens you wjU send me, I shall undertake to give 
ypu their proper names. Such peculiarities and proper- 
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tics of those plants, as you may be willing to state, shall 
be thankfully acknowledged. If ■you should want fo- 
reign specimens of dried plants or botanical and zoo- 
Ingical works from Europe, I will endeavour to procure 
ihem tor you at first cost. A statement of the names 
and abodes of such friends or acquaintances of yours, 
who cultivate Botany and Zoology, or may forward the 
object of my pursuits, will be at all times highly accept- 
able ; mean time please to acquaint them that this circu- 
lar is common to them. If you are a merchant or ship 
owner, please to recommend to the intelligent super- 
cargoes or captains, you may employ in foreign voyages, 
particularly in South America, Africa, Asia, or Poly- 
nesia, to collect in their leisure hours, any plant they 
will meet in blossom, and dry it between paper, or the 
sheets of a book, or such shells, corals, &c. as they will 
meet on the shores ; and preserve in spirits (weakened 
by water) any fish, reptile, mollusk they will see. At 
their return home the mere sight of those objects will 
be valuable to me; I will in return give you their proper 
names, and should you be willing to give me some of 
them, a suitable return will be made by the gift of some, 
of my works, &c. If you are a bookseller, you may re- 
ceive subscriptions for me, or help me in the disposal of 
my works, and procure me some rare pamphlet* or pub- 
lications not in my possession: the purchase I will makt- 
of these, and the commission I will allow you on the 
sales or subscriptions, ought to be a sufficient induce- 
ment for you, if you do not value the pleasure of pro- 
moting my undertakings, and natural science. 

If you live in Europe, I shall crave from you, speci- 
mens of Plants, Shells, Minerals : Books, Pamphlets and 
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Publications on all the parts of Natural History. I sliall 
receive thankfully any kind of information or news rela- 
ting to natural sciences, such as discoveries, publications, 
proceedings of individuals and learned societies, Sec I 
offer you in return my services in America, any plants 
which you will send me, even of the most common kind, 
will be returned by a double number of American plants, 
I particularly beg for complete sets of the natural orders 
and families of ore hideous, ombelliferous, liliaceous, 
grasses, mosses, lichens, marine plants, labia ted, legu- 
minous, &c. and for specimens or ths characters of all the 
new genera. Should you want seeds of American plants 
and trees, books printed in America, American minerals, 
&c. I will send them to you in exchange of what you will 
be pleased to send me, I propose you especially, should 
you be an author, an exchange of your own works, with 
such of mine, as you may wish. If you will send me 
several copies of your own works, I will dispose of them 
to my friends in the United States, and employ or remit 
the proceeds as you may direct. Letters, parcels, plants, 
books, Sec. may be forwarded to me, via London, Liver- 
pool, Bristol, Dublin, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Hamburg, 
St. Petersburg, Bordeaux, Marseilles, Leghorn, Naples, 
Cadiz, Lisbon, be. where our American vessels keep up 
a regular trade : you may direct your friends in those 
places to send the letters by any vessel sailing for Phila- 
delphia, New York, Boston or Baltimore, and they will 
reach me through our post office ; but parcels, plants 
aiid books should, if possible, be sent direct here, or to 
New York (where they may be addressed to the care of 
my friends Mtnrt. Rattler and RiuUt.) I beg you will 
receive subscriptions for my works, and if you procure 
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me nine, the tentb will be yours putis ; if you could 
dispose of some others of my works, I will send them on 
for that purpose. If you are a bookseller, you will much 
oblige me, and render a serv ice to natural science, by at- 
tending carefully to the subscriptions and disposal of my 
works, or offering to publish such as I mean to send to 
Europe for publication, and by sending mc your cata- 
logues, tiiat I may choose such works and new publica- 
tions as may suit me or my friends here, and order you 
to forward them, directing me how to pay the prices. 
Whoever you arc, 1 earnestly request you to acquaint 
me with the names and abode) of all such persons you 
may know to be likely to promote my views, and accept 
my offers, in order that I may address them in future ; 
meantime communicate this to them. , 
: Uyau live in Mexico or the West Indies, South Ame- 
rica, Africa, Asia, Polynesia, Australia,, &c. please to 
. send me specimens of your plant* and animals, drawings 
or descriptions of interesting ones,- such books and pam- 
phlets as may have been printed in your neighbourhood. 
Notices of new discoveries in nomenclature, properties 
(5) and history of natural objects, names of all the bota- 
nists and naturalists of your country, to whom you may 
communicate this circular, &c. Ask me in return any 
thing in my power to bestow, plants, animals, books, my 
Works, &.c. and be certain 1 shall feel the greatest 
pleasure, in holding a correspondence with you, and 
being useful to you in any way you may point out. 

Gentlemen in all parts of the world ! If we arc already 
united by a mutual love of nature, and pure seal for the 
investigation of the wide field of natural sciences, let us 
strengthen the ties of our union, by a friendly inter- 



course and beneficial exchange of labours, knowledge 
and discoveries r I tender you the invitation, in full hope 
of meeting a suitable return on your side ; I have not 
said all I might on the subject, but if our pursuits are 
similar, we shall understand each other, and you may 
easily supply all my omissions, by fancying yourself in 
my situation, and remembering that I unite to the most 
glowing ardour for the knowledge of nature, the most 
ardent desire to promote its study, by all the means in 
my power. 

Believe roe therefore, forever, your sincere well 
wisher, constant friend, and fellow admirer of nature. 



C. S. BAFINESQUE. 
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NOTES. 



1. I will add a lilt of nil my works and tracts, for the 
information of those who are not yet acquainted with 
any or the whole. 

Description of four new species of birds from Java, 
in the Bulletin ik* Scienter Paris 1803. 

Several communications on birds and reptiles, to Mr. 
Daudin of Paris, in bis 7/it(«>« NatvrtUc det RepUtet, 

Florula Delawarica, or a Catalogue of the Plants found 
in the state of Delaware. This tract and the following' 
were given to Dr. Barton in 1804, for insertion in his 
Medical and Physical Journal, and he promised to do 
ao, volume II, page 177; but never performed his 
promise. 

Florula Columbica, or a Catalogue of the Plants found 
in the District of Columbia. 1804. 

Prospectus of the Panphysis Sicula. 1807- 

Prospectus of the New Genera and Species of North 
American Plants, and of the Natural History of the 
Mushrooms of the United States. In the Medical Re- 
pository of New York, number 44, 180S. 

Description of Ten New Genera and Sixty New Species 
of Plants of the United States (September, 1807) in the 
Medical Repository, number 44, 1808. 

New Properties of Ten American Plants, in the 
Medical Repository. 
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Ad Essay on the Exotic Hants, which have been itatu • 
ralizcd, and now grow spontaneously in the middle re- 
gion of the United States. In the Medical Repository of 
New York, number 56, 1811. 

Enumeration of the Species of CallitrUhe and the 
American Species of Potamagtion. New York Medical 
Repository, number 56,1811, , t > 

Carayeri di oleum, &c. Descriptions and Ohscrvationa- 
on, Sixty-Two New Genera and Two Hundred and Se- 
venty Two New Species of Sicilian Plants and Animals. 
One volume, twenty plates, Palermo, 1810. . 

Jndice 1)* Ittiotogia, &c. Index of Sicilian Ichthyolo- 
gy, about Three Hundred and Ninety Species including 
Twenty-Eight New Genera and forty-Five New Spe- 
cies, two plates. Messina, 1810. 

Statistic? jtsipa, £ic. Physical Statistics of Sicily. 
2 Maps. Palerrpo, 1810. .• : - . t 

Monogrophy of the Genus JJertaloniq, sent in 1810 to 
the linnean Society of London. 

Description of Two New Genera of Crustaccous, a 
New Species of Atlantic Fish, and a New Species of 
Truffle, with figures, sent in 1811 to the Linncan So- 
ciety. 

Monograph}- of the Genus CnUitrida, increased to Six- 
teen Specie?. Sent in 1812 to the Linnean Society. 

Precis dts Decouveries, &c. View of the Somiologi- 
cal Discoveries and Labours of C. S, Rofinesque, inclu- 
ding Fifty New Genera and One Hundred and Ninety 
New Species of American and European Animals and 
yiante. Palermo,, 1814. 

Principts fandamentaux, (Jc. Fundamental Princi- 
pics of Semiology, or the Laws of the Nomenclature and 
Classificrttion of Organised Bodies, Palermo, 1814. 
B 
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Chloris Etnensia or the four floralas of Mt. Etna, * 
Methodical Catalogue of the Plants of that Volcano. In 
the Natural History of Mt. Etna by Recupero. Catania, 
1814. 

Specc/ao delle Scienze, &c. Mirror of Sciences or 
Encyclopedical Journal of Sicily. Two volumes, two 
plates, Palermo, 1814. This work contains above sixty 
tracts of mine, chiefly on natural history, such as, 1. 
Descriptions of twenty new genera of plants. 2. De- 
scriptions of fifteen new species of Sicilian plants. 3. 
On two new genera of fishes. 4. On a new genus of 
conferva, 5. Observations on microscopical animals. 
6. On two new genera of meduses. 7. Observations on 
the polystomous animals. 8. On the seals of Sicily. 9. 
Prodromus of Sicilian erpetology. 10. On thirty-six; 
new genera of mollusks, polyps, 8ce. 11. On the cli- 
mate of Sicily. 12. On the earthy rains of Sicily. 13. 
Three illustrations of materia medics on a new plan. 
14. On the seasons, rains and winds of Sicily. 15. 
Thoughts on oreology or the study of the mountains. 
36. On three new genera of marine plants. 17. On a 
new genus of mushroom. 18. On the sponges of Sici- 
ly. 19. View of Sicilian literature between 1800 and 
1814. 20. On the methodical study of public economy. 
21. Outlines of a new theory of colours. 22. Minerals 
and fossils of the neighbourhood of Nicosia. 23. On the 
population of Sicily. 24. A new division of the globe. 
25. On tht: ancient caverns of the Sicani, &c. &c. &c 

Description of the Balena gaifyti*. a New Species of 
Whale found in the Mediterranean. In the Port Folio 
of Palermo for January, 1815. 

Jnalyte de la JVature, &c. Analysis of Nature, or 
Prospect of the Universe, and of the Organised Bodies. 
One volume, Palermo 1815, 
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Critical Observations on the Flora America Septerf. 
trionalis of Purih: sent to the Linnean Society of Lou- 
don, 1816. 

Observations on the Sturgeons of North America, and 
Description of a N. Sp. Accipenser Marginatum for the 
Philosophical Society of Philadelphia, with a figure, in 
1816. 

2. This work is the outline of a larger one on the 
plan of the Sgitcma JVatura of Linneus, which wiU be 
gradually undertaken at a future period 1 have en- 
deavoured to trace in it a new general and natural me- 
thod, for the study of nature, animals and plants. In 
dividing these in ten classes each, I have introduced a 
peculiar and complete nomenclature for the classes, or- 
ders and families of organised bodies, giving each a 
substantive Latin name : a great number of new genera 
sre likewise proposed. A second edition of this work 
will probably be published within a few years in En- 
glish. 

3. The following are the names of the principal manu- 
scripts I had nearly ready for the press, and which Were 
lost in my shipwreck Such as arc noted so f I may and 
Will gradually write over again, and publish either in 
America or Europe. You will much oblige me by 
stating before hjnd, which you may want, when pub- 
lished. 

Critique dei Genres, &c. Critic of Genera, or an In- 
vestigation of all Generic Names of Plants and Ani- 
Dials, f- 

Distribution da Ffgetaux, ifc. Classification of 
Plants, or the Natural and Analytical Method applied 
to all the Genera of Plants, f. 



I'anpbytan Siculum, with one hundred and twenty 
one plates : about fifteen hundred plants and animals, 
figured byCupaui a century ago, were reduced to tbe 
names or Linncus, or Modern Autliora i about one hun- 
dred species were described as still new ! 

Selection of New Plants from the United States, with 
about sixty plates. 

American Mycology, or the Natural History of the 
Class of Funguses uf North America, with twenty plates. 

Somiological Amenities or Tracts (nearly one hun- 
dred) on Zoology and Botany. -f\ 

Chloris Fredoniensis, or a Descriptive and Methodical 
Enumeration of all the Plants of the United States, with 
many New Species. 

Flora Sicula, or the Sicilian Flora, about Two Thou- 
sand Species, several plates. -J-. 

Fauna Sicula, or the Sicilian Zoology, nearly Pour 
Thousand Species, and many plates. 

Genera of Birds, with many New Genera, f. 

Sinopsls of all the known Species of Quadrupeds, f. 

Sinopsis of all the known Species of Fishes, f. 

Travels in the United States of America, in 1802, 3, 
and 4, with ten plates. 

Travels in Sicily and to Mount JEtna, with many 
Maps, views, Etc. 

Essay on the Commerce, Trade, Manufactures and 
Agriculture of Sicily, f. 

4. Above you will perceive what are some of the 
works, I have in contemplation to write over again and 
publish. Among these the two first will claim my best 
attention, and in order that I may not omit in them, any 
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published genera, 1 beg you will acquaint me [or send 
me the descriptions) with all the new genera of plants 
ami animals, that may have been lately published) or will 
be published by you, or your friends, or to your know- 
ledge. After such an appeal, should you neglect to 
communicate to me such new genera, 1 will be excusa- 
ble should 1 omit them in my works. I beg likewise to 
be made acquainted with all the improvements and 
modifications, introduced or to be introduced into the 
natural classification of animals and plants. The com- 
munication of all new species (pai ticulnrly of rcamnrite- 
rous, birds, fishes and reptiles, or North American 
plants) will be also highly acceptable. 

5. One among the few useful compilations, that could 
he undertaken on Zoology and Botany, would be a Flora 
and Fauna chretica, or the chre swlogy of plants and ani- 
mals, including on exact account of all the properties 
belonging to the plants and animals of all parts of the 
world ; and the various uses they have been, or may be 
put to, by all nations, in the w idest sense of the words. 
Such a compilation, united to a strict synonymy and 
natural classification, would prove so highly useful and 
beneficial, that unless somebody else of due capacity, 
will takathe task upon himself', I intend to undertake it 
myself, in a few years, and therefore beg the co-opera- 
tion of all my friends and correspondents; inviting them 
to.communicatc every particular, even of the most tri. 
fiing nature, or obsolete, relating to the properties, 
qualities, uses, employments, kc. of all plants and ani- 
mals ; provided they arc unpublished, else it will be 
sufficient to let me know (or send me if rare) in which 
works or pamphlets they are already published. 
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ANNALS OF NATURE, 

OR 

Bepository of Natural Sciences, 

PARTICULARLY 

BOTANY, ZOOLOGY, MINERALOGY 
AND GEOGNOSY. 



THIS periodical work will come out in numbers, 
once every season ; in Spring, Summer, Autumn, and 
Winter : Four numbers shall complete one year and one 
volume. The first number shall come out in the Spring 
of I8ir, and the work is intended to be completed iit 
16 numbers, or 4 years, ending in the winter of 1820-21. 

Each number shall contain from 60 to 100 pages, in 
8vo. and sometimes one plate. It will be printed on good 
paper and small type. The contents of each number 
shall be divided in three parts. 1. Original Tract*. 
2. Selections. 3. Miscellanies. The first part shall in- 
elude one half at least of the whole, and shall be compo- 
sed of original papers from the autlior or the contribu- 
tors, on Natural History in all its branches, and chieflv 
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on tile Natural history of tlie United Slates. The second 
part shall consist in analytical, synoptical or abridged 
Selections from all the late discoveries and improve- 
ments made in Europe, America or elsewhere, on all thn 
sciences relating to Natural History. The third part 
shall contain reviews of American works relating to 
those sciences, Catalogues of new publications, Scien- 
tific News, proceedings of learned societies, Biography 
of Authors, he. 

The Subscription shall be g 2 per annum, to be paid 
on receiving the first number ; none of the numbers will 
be sold separate. It will be at the option of any subscri- 
ber to receive every volume at the end of the year, or, 
the whole work at the end of the 4 years, and pay at the 
period of reception. For non-subscribers the price will 
be g 3 per volume. 

Subscriptions will be received by all the booksellers 
and postmasters in the United States, (who will be al- 
lowed the usual commission;) or by the author and his 
friends; but all the returns, contributions, and letters 
must be sent by stages, private conveyances, or pott 
paid. The numbers will be sent as directed by the sub- 
scribers. 
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Somiology of North America, 

INCLUDING THB 

FLORA AND FAUNA, 

OR THE 

SOTAXr .9JVD ZOOLOGY 

Of the United States of America and the 
Adjacent Countries. 

Zelc et Perseverance. 

ADANSON and Poirct have proposed a plan, By 
which all the known Plants might be gradually figured 
and described, at such a rate, as might suit every taste 
and any body. Superseding therefore, and preventing 
the continual publications of costly compilations, illus- 
trations and iconographies of Plants, who generally do 
more harm than good, and are in all cases above the 
means of the real Botanist or the useful classes of socie- 
ty. Tbeir plan has never been put into execution, be- 
cause it suits better the generality of authors and pub. 
llsbers, to throw into the public a variety of costly works, 
than a cheap but useful one. 

C. S. Rafinesque, however, will attempt, at last, to car- 
ry into execution an undertaking, nearly on the proposed 
!>lan, respecting the Plants and Animals of the United 
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States, or North America in general : the most materi- 
al deviations will relate to the introduction of the Ani- 
mals thereto, the adoption of the Sro. size instead of the 
4to. and the figures being engraved on wood instead of 
copper, in order to be afforded cheaper. This plan will 
therefore combine the numerous advantages of the for- 
mer, to many of its own, and it is hoped it will claim the 
patronage of all the enlightened men in America, Eu- 
rope and elsewhere. As the greatest difficulties in un- 
dertakings of such magnitude always lay in the first 
steps, it is probable that if they are overcomein this in- 
stance, similar attempts will be undertaken in Europe, 
in order to describe in a perpetual manner, the natural 
productions of the other parts of the world ; and if they 
are entirely modelled on the present plan, will complete 
of course an unparalleled Fabric of Science, raised to the 
glory of Nature. In this instance, therefore, as in many 
others, America will have given the lead, which ought 
to procure to the present mdertaking, the character of 
a national work. 

The outlines of this plan are as follow. Every specie 
of Plant and Animal will be drawn by C. 8. Rafinesque, or 
under his direction, from a living or well preserved spe- 
cimen, with the flowers or peculiar organs properly mag- 
nified, and engraved on wood in a plate of 8vo. size, in 
MpecvSarneat ttyle, by eminent engravers, and each by 
itself. However, minute species of Plants and Animals 
may be sometimes united two or several in a plate; but 
in that case, proper care shall be taken that such Plants 
and Animals do belong to the same genus and sub-genus, j 
in the most strict sense of the words. To such a plate 
shall be annexed a full account of the specie, or species, 
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therein figured, contained in two, three, or more pages 
8vo. of letter press, on good paper and type, and divi- 
ded in six parti. 1 NoMnsctvrunE, including Deno- 
minations, or Names, Synonymies and Etymologies. 2- 
D i ao so a is, including Phrases, Definitions, Compar.i lions, 
and Iconography. 3. Description, including Habit, ge- 
neral Description, Qualities and Varieties. 4. Histobt, 
including Discovery, Classification, Criticism, Geogra- 
phy and Biography, 5. Pbofcbties, including Uses, 
Substitutes, Analysis and Value. 6. PMraiiiiTni, in- 
eluding Culture, Soil, Food, Functions, Manners, Ene- 
mies, Disorders, Phenomena, Sec. 

This undertaking will begin in 1818, as some time is 
required to collect by travels and correspondence exteir- 
sive materials, books of reference and subscriptions; 
but when begun, from twenty to fifty plates, &c. will b* 
issued monthly. It is contemplated to begin by giving 
in the first instance, a plate for every Natural Class, Or- 
der and Family, which, when bound by themselves, will 
answer the purpose of a Key to those essential divisions 
of living bodies. Next will follow & plate for every Ge- 
nus of Animals and Plants, answering to a complete 
prospect of genera. In each of those cases, the subjects 
will be selected among the most useful, ornamental, rare 
or unfigui-ed. 

The next object will be to give the plates and histories 
of every useful, ornamental, medical or noxious plant 
and animal; while the rare and indifferent speeie«, ar 
such as have only a value in the minds of those to whom 
no production of nature appear unworthy of notice, will 
gradually follow, until the whole Animal and Vegetable 
kingdoms of North Ambries, will be completely explc- 
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red Mid described ( with the exception perhaps of such 
new species or remarkable varieties as may hereafter be 
Tound, ami which will be easily introduced, as soon as 
discovered, by a few additional plates. 

The most essential advantage of this plan (and whicli 
may give to it the character of a popular work) lays in 
the following circumstance, that subscribers or purcha- 
sers willnot be obliged to purchase the whole, but mere- 
ly such parts, sets, classes or orders thereof, as suits 
their taste, pursuits or wants : for instance, the physi- 
cian may procure all the medical and noxious plants and 
animals. The farmer, all those that are cultivated in 
fields, meadows, Sec. The gardener, all the ornamental 
and horticultural ones. The ladies, such flowers or ob- 
jects as invite their attention. The sportsman, such 
beasts anil birds as afford them their sports. The angler, 
Slid] fishes as they delight to decoy, &c. The entomo- 
logist, the insects and the plants they feed upon. The 
merchant, the animals and plants which a fiord furs, 
drugs and otlier articles of trade, &c and any one the 
plants and animals of their own state or neighbourhood. 
Each of those classes of society will find in their respec- 
tive sets, good figures of every object, by which means 
they will be enabled to know them at a mere glance, be- 
sides a full, complete, and accurate account of the vari- 
ous names, technical description, natural history, pro- 
perties, peculiarities, &c-of each object or specie : avoid, 
ing therefore, forever, the possibility of confounding any 
more species and objects, and availing themselves ofthe 
information they will receive for their various pursuits 
in life. 
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Moreover, not only separate sets will be disposed of, 
but single plates or numbers, to such as may have lost 
some, or may want them to amuse usefully their chil- 
dren, or for any other purpose ; even plates without let- 
ter press will be sold" separate : which circumstance 
will give to this undertaking all the advantages of a ste- 
reotype edition. 

In order that every class of society may afford to ac- 
quire this useful work, the whole work, sets and single 
numbers, will be sold at the cheapest possible rate. The 
price to subscribers for the whole work, or any set or 
sets, of 100 numbers and upwards, will only be 5 cents for 
each number, containing one plats and several pages of 
description and elucidation. Should any subscriber want 
his plates neatly coloured, he must then pay double price 
or 10 cents for every number. This of course will be 
quite a matter of option, as none will be coloured, unless 
asked for. Every 100 numbers will form a Centuria or 
Volume, which price will be only five dollars, or ten if 
coloured. Single numbers, or small sets, under 100 
numbers, will however sell for one sixteenth of a dollar 
each, and if coloured, one eighth of a dollar. Every plate 
by itself, without letter press, will sell 3 cents each, 
and 8 cents if coloured. This will be likewise the sell- 
ing price to non-subscribers, to whom therefore every 
Centuria or volume will cost £6 25. or £13 50, if co- 
loured. The numbers will be delivered monthly, un- 
bound, as it will be left at the option of subscribers, or 
purchasers, to bind the numbers, according to their 
own fancy, taste, wants, system, method or knowledge: 
or in any peculiar class, Flora or Fauna. The price must 
be paid on delivery. 
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Subscriptions will be received by the author and edi- 
tor, C. 8. IUfikhhuce, all his friends in the United 
States and Europe, and by the principal booksellers and 
postmasters in the United States, as well as the most 
eminent booksellers in Europe, to whom a commission 
of ten per cent, will be granted, and who may freely cor. 
respond with the authoron die subject; hut let it be un- 
derstood that all returns, communications and letters 
on the subject, from tlic United States, must, as much 
"Us possible, be directed to the author in Philadelphia, by 
stages, private communications, or pott paid. 

To facilitate the acquisition ofthis valuable work, and 
to endeavour rendering it a complete vehicle of general 
and local knowledge, the author has taken the resolu- 
tion to receive as part of subscription price, or in do 
duction therefrom, the following contributions, from 
such subscribers u will be able to afford them, viz. 
1. Dried Specimens of new or verjrare plants. 2. Well 
preserved specimens of new or very rare Quadrupeds, 
Birds, Reptiles, Fishes, Insects, Shells, Etc. 3. Good 
drawings or coloured pictures of such Plants or Ani- 
mals above mentioned, 4. Local Catalogues of Animals 
and Plants found in peculiar districts or states. 5. Ac- 
counts of Local, Vulgar, or Indian names, given to 
plants or animals in North America, and not yet publish- 
ed. 6. Accounts of such properties, disorders, reme- 
dies, ennemies, food, peculiar qualities, &c of Plants 
and Animals, as have not yet been noticed by European 
nor American writers. 7. Scarce, new or valuable 
Books, Pampldets, Publications, Papers, Manuscripts, 
&c. relating to the Natural History of North America, 
ind r.ot in the. possession of the author. A fair valua* 
C 
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uonwill be given to such contributions, and a discount 
allowed accordingly ; or if favoured by a non-subscri, 
ber, lie will be entitled to a certain number of plates 
gratis. When fur warded from a distance, and particu- 
larly when bulky, it is requested they should be sent by 
private conveyances. Editors of magazines, reviews, 
periodical papery and news papers who will give an in- 
sertion to the whole of both these Prospectus, or an ex- 
tract thereof, will likewise be entitled to a proportionate 
share of plates and numbers. 

Notwithstanding the magnitude of the undertaking, 
it is hoped it will be found an easy task ; to complete 
the whole work about JOOO numbers, and 8 or 10 years 
are required, but tin most useful and interesting sets 
will he completed in two or three years. Being agrad-' 
ual acquisition the expenses will not be heavy, aadwbea 
compared with some other works, it will be found a ve- 
ry light one; for example, Wilson's Ornithology costs 
g 100, while the ornithological set of this work will 
only cost about g2l>, or g40 if coloured. The trees of 
North America of Michaux t jun. sell at about £5(1, 
while the set of the Trees in this work will only cost 
about SB, or £16 if coloured • 

The list of Plants and Animals, gradually published, 
will he inserted every three months, in the Annals of 
Nature* and published yearly by catalogues. Whenever 
a set will be completed, a title page, with an index, will 
be given gratia to the subscribers of such sets i and be- 
sides, several general Sinopsis of Genera and Species 
will bo printed separately, to be united to every set of 
classes, Floras or Faunas. 
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Il will be proper to conclude, by tbe enumeration of 
nearly all tbe sets of works with their numbers, which 
may be formed from this work, in order that gentlemen 
and ladies, willing to patronise the undei taking-, may 
have the choice of the sets, they will subscribe for, and 
a knowledge of the probable total expense of each. 

I. GENERAL SETS. 

1. General Flora, or Botany ofNorth America i about 
4000 species, and 3000 numbers. 

2. General Fauna, or Zoology of North America: 
about 4000 species and 2000 numbers. 

IL CLASSICAL SETS. 

3. Natural Classesof Plants, 10 Numbers. 

4. Natural Classes of Animals, 10 Numbers. 

5. Linnean Artificial Classes of Plants, 24 Numbers. 

6. Jussieu Chsses of Plants, 15 Numbers. 

7. Mastodology of the United States, or Natural his- 
tory of the Mammiferous Animals; oyer one hundred 
species. 

8. Ornithology of the United States, or Natural His- 
tory of the Birds : over three hundred species. 

9. Erpetolngy of the United States, or Natural History 
of the Reptiles ; over one hundred and twenty species. 

10. Ichthyology of the United States, or Natural His- 
tory of the Fishes t over two hundred and fifty species. 

1 1 . PlaXolugy of the United States, or Natural Histo- 
ry of the Crustaceous ; over one hundred species, in 
about sixty numbers. 

ID. Entomology of the United States, or Natural His- 
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tory of the Insects ; over three thousand species, in about 
one thousand numbers. 

13. Helmiology of the United States, or Natural His- 
tory of the Worms ; over one hundred species. 

14. Apalngy of the United Stales, or Natural History 
of the Mollusks (including shells) ; over one hundred 
and fifty species. 

15. Polypology of the United States, or Natural His- 
tory of the Polyps; over one hundred species. 

16. Porostology of the United States, or National His- 
tory of the Porostomes ; over two hundred species, in 
about fifty numbers. 

17. Eltrology of the United States, or Natural Histo- 
ry of the Ehrogyne Plants ; over eight hundred species. 

18. Mesology of the United State or Natural Histo- 
ry of the Mcsogyne Plants ; over three hundred speciea. 

19. Endology of the United Slates or Natural History 
of the Endogyne Plants ; over four hundred species. 

20. Symphology of the United Stateajfcr Natural His- 
tory of the Symphogyne Plants ; over three hundred 
species. 

21. Angiology of the United States, or Natural Histo- 
ry of the Angiogyne Plants ; over one hundred species- 

22. Gynwology of the United States, or Natural His- 
tory of the Gymnogyne Plants ; over one hundred and 
fifty species. 

23. Phenology of the United States, or Natural Histo- 
ry of the Phenogyne Plants ; over three hundred species, 
in about two hundred numbers. 

24- Cryptologyof the United Stales, or Natural Histo- 
ry of the Cryptogync Plants ; over four hundred species, 
in about two hundred numbers. 
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•25. Mycology of the United States, or Natural tlisto : 
ry of the Funguses (including Lichens) ; over seven hun- 
dred species, in about four hundred numbers. 

26. Algology of the United States, or Natural History 
of the AlgUei, (including Confervas and Murine riants); 
over two hundred species, in about one hundred number*. 

III. SETS OF ORDERS. 
27". Linnean artificial Orders of Plants^ over onehun. 
dred numbers. 

28. Linnean natural Orders of Plants ; about •fatty 
numbers. 

29. Necker's omological Orders tff Plants ; about fifty. 

30. Heal Natural Orders of Plants; sixty-six num- 
bers. 

31. Real Natural Orders of Animals; sixty-four num- 
i>ers. 

32. lXimeril's Orders of Animals ; about sixty number?. 
N. B. Some peculiar Sets may be asked, of any strik 

ing Orders of Animals, such as, Cctntea or Whales, Pe- 
rattia the Turtles, Sauna the Lizards, Ophidia the 
Snakes, Urac/imia the Crabs, Lepidapteria. the Butter- 
flies, fipironoiia the Spiral Shells, Bivafcia the Bivalve 
Shells, &c. or of Plants, such as, fthodantlua the Rosace- 
ous, .Sxanthia the Amentaceous, Styridia the Cruciferous, 
Cyteanthia the Leguminous, Jlctinantkia the Radiated, 
Ombelliferia the Umbelliferous, Orchidia the Orchide- 
ous, AcktTMia the Grasses, Aetheogamiu the Mosses, Phy 
nutria the Lichens Hgdrentmia the Confervas !cc. 
IV. SETS OP FAMILIES. 

33. Adanson's fair.ilica of Plants ; about sixty num- 
bers. 

■C 2 
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34. Jussieu families of Plants ; about one hundred 
and forty numbers. 

35. Real Natural families of Plants ; about four hun- 
dred numbers. 

36. Natural families of Animals ; two hundred and 
thirty two numbers. 

N. B. Any peculiar set will he made up if subscribed 
or asked for, of such striking families as may be wished. 

V. SETS OF GONER A. 

37. Genera plantarum, or one illustration of every ge- 
nus of Plants of the United States ; about nine hundred 
genera and numbers. 

38. Genera Jlnimalium, or one illustration of every ge- 
nus of Animals of the United States; about nine hun- 
dred genera and numbers. 

N. B. Any subscriber may be supplied with the gene- 
ra of any particular Class of Animals or Plants, should 
he not wish for the whole. 

SETS OF PECULIAR FLORAS AND FAUNAS. 
The peculiar Floras and Faunas, which may be asked 
for, will be divided into five Sections, Practical, State, 
Tract, Local, and Adjacent Floras and Faunas. Let it 
be understood that each of them are divided into ten 
Classical Floras or Faunas, (composed of the plants or 
animals of a peculiar natural class) any of which may 
he asked for, instead of the whole, if more suitable. 

VI. SETS OF PRACTICAL FLORAS AND FAUNAS. 

39. Flora and Fauna Amena. Pretty Flowers and 
Auimals, suited to please ladies and youth, ahout one 
thousand numbers, 
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40. Flora and Fauna Ch-nata. Ornamental Plants, 
Trees, Shrubs or Birds, Insects, Shells, &c. about one 
thousand numbers. 

41. Flora and Fauna Jigronomica. Plants and Ani- 
mals employed directly or indirectly in Agriculture, 
noxious weeds and insects, Etc. about one thousand num- 
bers. 

42. Flora and Fauna I/ortulana. Useful and noxious 
plants and animals, related to Horticulture and Garden- 
ing : about eight hundred numbers. 

43- Flora and Fauna Economica. Plants or Animals, 
ill any way useful or noxious : about two thousand num- 
bers. 

44. Flora and Fauna Sicletica. Plants and Animals, 
used as food by man, in any shape whatever : about one 
thousand numbers. 

45. Flora Fan. Plants used as food by domestic An- 
imals : about six hundred numbers. 

46. Fauna Floralia. Animals feeding upon Plants: 
about fifteen hundred numbers. 

47. Flora Ornitfiolagica. Plants, serving as food to 
Fowls and Birds, about three hundred numbers. 

48. Flora Entomohgica. Plants serving as food to 
Insects, especially Bees, Silk-worms, Stc. about six hun- 
dred numbers. 

49. Fauna Ludica. Quadrupeds, Birds and Fishes, 
affording sport to the Hunter, Fowler, Angler and Fish- 
er : about five hundred numbers. 

50. Flora and Fauna Mcdica. Plants and Animals 
affording remedies to man : about eight hundred num. 



51. Flora and Fauna Veterlnaria. Plants and Ani- 
mals affording remedies to domesticated Animals about 
three hundred numbers. 

52- Flnraand FaunaPharmactv.ii a Plants and Ani- 
mals affording Drugs : about one hundred numbers. 

53. Flora and Fauna Conmercialii. Plants and Ani- 
mal* affording articles of Trade: abuiu four hundred 
numbers. 

54. Fhra and Fauna Tinctvria. Plants and Animals 
affording dyes and dying articles : about two hundred 
Biuovbcn. 

55 Flora and Fauna Venenata. Poisonous Plants and 
Animal* t about two hundred numbers. 

56. P.'ora Arbwra, or American Dendrology. All the 
Trees of the United States: about one hundred and 
sixty numbers. 

57. Flora Dumttarus or American Thamniology. All 
the Slurbs of tlte United Slates: about three hundred 

N. B. Bcsidcsvvhicli,any local Flora may be asked 
£or, such as FUra. Prautitie, or of Ute meadows, Flora 
Stjlvnlritaxak ilie woods, Flera Aquatim orof aquatics: 
pioits, FUra marina or of the Soa-plants, kc. 

V1T. SETS OP THE STATE FLORAS AND 
FAUNAS 

58. Fhra ami finow Jtfnhtenri* or Plants and Ani- 
mals of Maine: about two thousand plants, and two 
tlrousam! animals, in about two tliousand five hundred 
numbers. ■ - 

59. Flora and Fauna Uaapemit. Plants and Animals 
of New-Hampshire : as in Maine, 
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60. Floraand Fauna MattaekuKnu*. PlantaandAn- 
iraals of Mai sachu setts : as in Maine, and nearly all the 
States have a similar number. 

61. Flora and Fauna Shedennt. Plants and Animals 
of Rhode.Island. 

62. Flora and Fauna Cormectitnti*. Plants and Animals 
of Connecticut. 

63. Flora and Fauna I'ermontana. Plants and Animals 
of Vermont. 

64. Flora and Fauna Eboracemit. Plants and Ani- 
mal;, of the State of New-York. 

65. Flora and Fauna Cesaricnti*. Plants and Animals 
of New Jersey. 

66. Flora and Fauna Penntt/lvanica. Plants and Ani- 
ma)s of Pennsylvania. 

67- Flora and Fauna JDelawarica. Plants and Animals 
of Delaware. 

68. Flora and Fauna Marylandica. Plants and Ani- 
mals of Maryland. 

69. FLandF. Firginica. PL and An. of Virginia. 

70. Fl. and F. Boreal* Caroliniana, PI. and An. of 
North Carolina. 

71. Ft. and F. Auttrali Caroliniana. Pi. and An. of 
South Carolina. 

72. Fl. and F. Georgica. PI. and An. of Georgia. 

73. FL andF. .WUtisiipica. PL and An. of the Terri- 
tory of Mississippi. 

74. FL and F. Ludoviciana. PI. and An. of the State 
of Louisiana. 

75. FL and F. MittuHca. PI. and Au. of the Territo y 
of Missouri. 
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fe. Fl. and F. TenM***iana. PL and An. of Tennes- 

tee. 

77. Ft. and F. KentvekentU. PL and An. of Kentucky. 

78. Fl. and F. Qhieatit. PI. and An. of the State of 
Ohio. 

79. FL and F. Indianendt. PL and An. of Indiana. 

80. FL and F.MUnoerui: PI- and An. of Illinois Ter- 
ritory. 

81. Fl. and F. Michiganenut. PL and An. of Michi- 
gan Territory. 

82. FL and F. Snperiora. PL and An. of the North 
W«at Territory. 

ym. SETS OF TRACT FLORAS AND FAUNAS. 

The Floras and Faunas of peculiar Tracts of Country 
may he also made up if asked for, among which the most 
essential are the following i 

83. FL atidF.Marilima. Of the Bea Shore Tract 

84. F. F. Mlantica. Of the Atlantic States. 

85. F. F. ABtgmtml*. Of the Alleghany Mountains. 

86. F-F.lMaittri* Of the Lakes. 

8r. F. F Occidmtalii. Of the Western Country. 
88. F. F. JfovmglUa. Of the New England States, 

IX. SETS OF THE LOCAL FLORAS AND FAUNAS. 

Any one may subscribe merely for the Plants or Ani- 
mals fimnd in the neighbourhood of, or within the Dis- 
trict, County, City, Town, Township, Village, &c. lie 
dwells in; hut he must then give a note of what is found 
tlirre. The principal local Floras and Faunas likely to 
be asked, are the following : the Phmts and Animals of 
those noted so f are already pretty well known. 



89. Ft. and F. Bo>lomen*h\ OFBostai). 

90. F. F. lAmgintulenii* f Of Long Island. 

91. F. F. Mnxboracenth j Of New York. 

92. F. F. JUbanentit^ OF Albany. 

93. F. F. l'hitadclphica.\ of Philadelphia. 

94. F. F. Lancattrienti».^ Of Lancaster. 

95. F. F. Ballimoriana.f Of Baltimore. 

96. F. F. Richmondiana. Of Richmond. 

97. F.F Columbiea.\ Of the District of Columbia. 

98. F. F. Charleitimiiina. Of Cbarleaton. 

99. F F. Savarnieruii. OfSavannah. 

100. F. F. Jfova-OrUanenm. Of New Orleans,&e. 

X. SETS OF ADJACENT FLORAS AND FAUNAS. 

The Plants and Animals of the United States, being 
generally spread all over North America, sets may be 
subscribed for, in any part thereof, and will even be made 
up for any limited or local district on demand : the fol- 
lowing will be the principal Floras and Faunas of that 
description. 

101. Fl. and F. Flaridana. Of Florida. 

102. F : F. TexeniU. Of Texas. 

103. F. F. Jfova-Mcxicana. Of New Mexico. 

104. F. F. Petralientit. Of the Stony Mountains. 

105. F. F. Jilbi<men*i<>. Of the North West Coast 

106. F. F. JVova Sibirica. Of New or American Si. 
beria. 

107. F. F. Httdwnica. Of Hudson Bay. 

108. F. F. Canadcntit. Of Canada. 

109. F. F. Jlruntvicenm*. OF New Brunswick. 

110. F F Jcadientit. Of Nova Scotia. 
1H. F.F. JVoviiuulensit. Of Newfoundland. 
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112. F.F. Labradorica. Of Labrador. 

113. F. F. Groenlanthca. Of Greenland. 

114. F. F. Bcrmudetitit. Of the Bermudns. 

115. F. F. Buhamemh. Of the Bahamas. 

Subscribers are requested to be careful in giving no- 
tice of their abode, and of the number or name of the 
Set or Sets, they wish to have, else tbey will be consid- 
ered as Subscribers for the whole work. 

•CBSCttlBEl's KUOS. | ABOI»;. | SET OB BETS. 



